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Civil movements change lives 
 

Thank you very much. It is an honour and a privilege to be with you.   

I want to start by saying that today’s meeting is extremely timely and topical.  It is timely 
because at this moment, it is critical that we reflect on the role of civil society in our global 
governance. It is topical because discussions are now taking place at the highest levels on 
the future of development, and we must ensure that we create space in this global dialogue 
for civil society. 

I want to sincerely thank the Russian Government, and in particular Ksenia Yudaeva, for 
leading us in this debate. We will be having some transformative conversations over the next 
two days.  

The world is facing financial crises and an overloaded banking system. The fundamental 
crisis we are facing today is trust. Trust between government and citizens. Unless we try to 
understand the fundamental reasons for this breakdown in trust, it will be very difficult for us 
to generate a new movement to build the world we all want to see.   

I think it is important that Russia took the initiative for the first time to hold a civil summit that 
will reflect on issues that are not necessarily addressed by the G20 countries. This meeting 
will help determine how you can represent the voices of the 173 other countries who are not 
in the G20, and how you will crystallize their voices into action that will help to change the 
course of what we are trying to do together. 

It is important to think about the new context in which we are operating. I was happy to hear 
President Putin mention in his declaration that this new world which is emerging needs 
different types of partnerships. I think he is right, because the world today is completely 
different than just 10 to 15 years ago. Today we are seeing new poles of power emerging. 
We are seeing a seismic shift in the political landscape.  

Remember, back when we were negotiating the Millennium Development Goals, we were 
not talking optimistically about Africa’s future. Ten years ago, a famous cover story in the 
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Economist portrayed Africa as “the hopeless continent.” Today, the same publication is 
saying that Africa is rising.   

We are witnesses to a real transformation. It is happening not only because governments 
have been able to put in place the right policies and strategies. It is happening because we 
have an emerging civil movement that is requesting more transparency, more accountability 
and less corruption.  

So how do we mobilize our global intelligence to be able to link Africa’s economic growth 
with civil society participation? And how do we leverage the continent’s transformation to 
ensure greater social justice, redistribution of opportunity and reducing the gap between the 
haves and have-nots? How do we deal with the new emerging issues? It could be climate 
change; it could be major epidemics and pandemics that could arise which will need to be 
dealt with in a different way. 

That is the rationale of this discussion, and it becomes even more important when we 
consider the increasing porosity of national borders. New communication technologies are 
making the world more and more connected. Public opinion is becoming more influential, not 
just on polices but on action.   

We have good examples. Reflecting on the success of the HIV response over last few years, 
I can attribute it to a civil movement. Civil society, non-national actors, came into the fight 
against HIV. We have been able to break the conspiracy of silence and to take HIV from an 
individual problem to an international issue. We brought HIV to the Security Council and 
made it a security issue. We have been able also to connect partners from local to global.   

Because a civil movement accompanied this fight against HIV, we stimulated a major human 
rights debate that addressed the issues of minorities, exclusion, stigma and discrimination. 
We had an alternative voice, and that led us to something else that is very important, 
mentioned by President Putin this morning: the issue of sustainable results for the planet. 
How can we make sure that the prosperity we enjoy today will be shared in a more equitable 
manner that benefits all people?  

AIDS showed us that when you have a civil movement behind you, demanding results that 
change lives, you can achieve concrete results. You may remember that 15 years ago, HIV 
treatment was costing $15,000 per person, per year. Today, because of civil society’s fight to 
give people living with HIV a voice, the cost for a year of HIV treatment has come down to 
$80. This completely changed the dynamic of negotiation in the medicines industry. It helped 
us to change innovation, by bringing research and development fully into the movement. A 
few years back, the treatment for HIV was 18 pills per person per day. Today it is one pill.   

The civil society movement can help us to catalyze a new partnership between state and 
non-state actors. It can foster public accountability and create space for dialogue, which is 
so critical if we want to achieve our objectives. You can help us advocate for universality and 
inclusion—the key issues the world will have to deal with in the future if we are to have the 
kind of transformation we want.   

Moscow could be the beginning—the starting point for a new political framework which will 
help us connect the dots in the different parts of the world, and to make sure that we deal 
with the deficit of democracy in global governance. A framework that can influence the non-
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state actors to be actively engaged in the transformation they want to see for generations to 
come, and to make sure that we can raise the power of global public opinion as a force for 
change. 

Thank you. 

 

[END]  
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UNAIDS 
The Joint United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS) leads and inspires the world to 
achieve its shared vision of zero new HIV infections, zero discrimination and zero AIDS-
related deaths. UNAIDS unites the efforts of 11 UN organizations—UNHCR, UNICEF, WFP, 
UNDP, UNFPA, UNODC, UN Women, ILO, UNESCO, WHO and the World Bank—and 
works closely with global and national partners to maximize results for the AIDS response. 
Learn more at unaids.org and connect with us on Facebook and Twitter. 


